September Teaching Theme: The Sermon on the Mount

W A Speaker: Pastor William R. Horne & Pastor Steven Fang
BB Topic: Upside-Down Discipleship

£ 3 Scripture: Luke 9:18-27, Mark 8:34-9:1

Monthly Theme: We just completed a long series on the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7),
and this week we are exploring another one of Jesus’ teachings that help us further understand
the call to follow Jesus and live out the call of the Sermon of the Mount. Jesus is the Messiah
who is enthroned as King through suffering and dying for the sins of his people. We are called to
walk a similar path of suffering, service, and putting others before ourselves. To follow the
servant Messiah, one must become a servant themselves.

LA September - ZLIZE|F& 5] The Sermon on the Mount Series

September 5th — R £ %1 ERE P94 False Prophets & True Disciples (Matthew 7:13-23)
September 12th — BAEA#[E A B2 B S M[E A The Wise & Foolish Builder (Matthew 7:24-29)
September 19th — f#P94ERI4X & The Cost of Discipleship (Luke 9:21-27; Mark 8:34-9:1)
September 26th — R #F & ki@ R BR X Jesus Revealed in Hospitality to a Stranger (Luke
24:13- 35)

Resources:
Sermon Video (Pastor Steven Fang starts at 51:50; Pastor Will starts at 2:18:36)
P r Will’ rmon Sli

Bible Project: “Son of Man” [English - 5:50]

Primary Claim: The King of the Upside-Down Kingdom is calling us to Upside-Down
Discipleship.

Discussion Questions (Pastor William R. Horne)

(1) Read Luke 9:18-27 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize Jesus teaching here? Now read Matthew 16:13-28.
What does this add to the conversation and your understanding?

(2) How does Jesus redefine the Messianic role? In other words, what does Jesus say his
path will be? Read Isaiah 53:3-8 together. How does this passage paint the Messiah?

(3) Watch the “Son of Man” video. How does the “Son of Man” title help us understand who
Jesus is?

(4) Re-read Luke 9:23. This verse contains three commands: (1) Deny, (2) Take-Up, (3)
Follow. How does it look to live out each of these commands in everyday life?

(5) Re-read Luke 9:24-26. How would you describe/explain the paradox of verse 24?7 How
do verses 25 & 26 help in understanding?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_1akdyr6io
https://youtu.be/S_1akdyr6io?t=3110
https://youtu.be/S_1akdyr6io?t=8316
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jvKzS1xOE2x-TuyWezAHs18-7hkiDZfYJwYfXwUtmhg/edit?usp=sharing
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/son-of-man/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/son-of-man/

Notes on Q1: Peter’s response in Matthews’s account makes it abundantly clear that the
disciples did not yet understand what type of path the Messiah would take, even though they
rightly recognized Jesus as the Messiah.

Notes on Q2: Though Peter correctly identified Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, Jesus almost
immediately has to begin redefining the disciples’ understanding of his Messianic path. Jesus
makes clear in Luke 9:22 that his path was one of suffering and death. Jesus is breaking all of
their messianic categories.

The religious leaders looked to texts like Psalm 2 and Daniel 2, giving them a picture of a
Victorious Messiah who would cast down the pagan oppressors and vindicate God'’s people.
Suffering was not a part of Jewish messianic hope. And Peter has this same military-type leader
in mind when he hears the word, Messiah. Jesus, however, points to a different passage to
understand his Messianic role that both the religious leaders and the disciples miss - The
Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53. Isaiah 53 tells us that the Messianic King will be enthroned
through suffering and dying for the sins of his own people. The disciples did not have categories
for a Messiah that would face suffering, be rejected, and die - and really, if we are honest, we
struggle to find categories ourselves.

See, so much of our lives and our ministries are shaped by what Martin Luther called a
“Theology of Glory” instead of Jesus’ “Theology of the Cross.” We want to gain and exercise
power and influence, not humility and service. We value numbers and bottom lines instead of
people and authentic community. We gloss over appropriate lament and grief in exchange for
endless exceptionalism and shallow celebration. We treat the church like a product to sell and
try to expand the Kingdom through coercion, while Jesus calls us to give ourselves up on behalf
of others. The Suffering Servant Messiah named Jesus is a category breaker. Bonus question:
What ways are we tempted to live with a “theology of glory” (path of power) instead of Jesus’
“theology of the cross” (path of suffering, service, others before self)?

Notes on Q3: The Bible Project video, the “Son of Man,” is spot on and crucial for helping us
understand what Jesus means when he uses the term. This “Son of Man” character will renew
the partnership with God that humanity lost. But, more than that - this is not just an ordinary
human, but he is worshipped alongside God by all the people. He is not just human but divine.
God and Man. Jesus is not just the human Messiah but also this Divine “Son of Man” spoken of
in Daniel 7. He is not just human, but God. Category-breaker.

Notes on Q4:

(1) Deny Oneself - Denying oneself is a call to reject a life of pursuing self-interest at the
expense of others or the way of Jesus. But, beyond this, self-denial calls us to construct
a completely new identity, based not on our family origin, networks, status, or wealth -
but in the new community of God’s people under King Jesus’ rule. Thus, to deny oneself
is to take on a new identity as a Kingdom citizen.

(2) Take Up Their Cross Daily - To understand this command, we must grapple with the
essence of a cross in the Roman Empire. The Cross was a tool of Roman execution
used to maintain power and control. Crucifixion was a horrifying display: a painful and
humiliating death. Ultimately one was crucified for being an enemy of the state. This



reality clues us into the nature of Jesus Messianic claims - that he is a King bringing
about a new Kingdom. Therefore, his followers must be ready and willing to walk the
same path of potential suffering, rejection, and even death.

The word “daily” transforms “take up your cross” into a metaphor, shifting us away from
a death wish to sacrificial living - a posture we take. We must make a “daily” choice,
resolve, and commitment to walk in the way of Jesus. The command, “take up,” makes
it clear that this life of “carrying one’s cross” is a voluntary choice to embrace suffering
for connection with King Jesus and the way of the Kingdom as opposed to general
suffering you do not choose. So the Christian life is not a life of “passive suffering,” but
like Jesus, suffering in opposition to all that is evil and suffering as a path of solidarity
with those who suffer in our present evil order. “To Take Up One’s Cross Daily” is to
choose a life of standing against systems of evil and bearing the suffering to come with
that stance.

(3) Follow Me - Once a person has the two basic orientations of the disciple in place -
“denying oneself’ and “taking up one’s cross,” - they are now freed to follow Jesus and
live in the Upside-Down Kingdom. “Following” involves both submission to and
relationship with a leader. The leader becomes both a guide and a model for the follower
to implement. Jesus and the Kingdom reverse all of our values, and we now seek to walk
in this new way.

Notes on Q5:

V24 The chase “to save one’s life” is two-fold: (1) “To want to save one’s life” is taking a posture
of idolizing safety - that is, to avoid death and danger at all cost. There is a very real sense in
Jesus’ context that following him would require a willingness to potentially face death for the
cause of the Kingdom. Now, Jesus is not calling his disciples to seek after death or to operate
without the wisdom of safety - but he is calling us to take a posture in life that is willing to face
danger and death if that is what is required to walk faithfully in the way of the Kingdom. (2) “To
want to save one’s life” is to be caught up in the chase to “find life” in the narratives of the world.
We have all been taught these narratives on multiples levels. If you just get a good job and
education, life will be great. If you just have enough money in the bank, you can really begin to
live life. If you have a good family - a wife, a house, kids, and a dog - there is true life. If you
have fame, status, a long list of accomplishments, then life is worth it. The problem with all these
narratives is that they contain a devastating lie that we can find true life and ultimate joy in them.
As | have said before - we may not intentionally live by these narratives, but we can become
passively formed by them. Formation happens daily. Make sure it is the person you want to
become.

V25 Here, Jesus uses the language of business and commerce to reveal two levels of threats to
discipleship: (1) On one level, as Jesus has done so often, we are warned about the threat and
danger of wealth and possessions on the life of faith. Wealth and the drive to constantly
accumulate wealth at the expense of others choke out faith and living as a Kingdom Citizen.
One can break this stronghold by living with radical generosity. (2) On another level, Jesus uses
financial language to reveal a posture or disposition of self that will cost us true life. Those who
seek to “gain the whole world,” whether that is through money, fame, or accomplishments -
ultimately lose or forfeit themselves in the process. This verse helps explain the paradox



expressed in verse 24 - that to save one’s life means to obtain as much as the world has to
offer, and to lose one’s life is to miss out on true life found in Jesus and the way of the Kingdom.
You may gain the whole world - but at the end profit nothing - as you missed out on true life in
the chase.

V26 Jesus takes this idea of "losing oneself” a step further - and reveals why the warning of
verses 24-25 cannot be ignored. Ultimately, to “lose one’s life” is to be denied by Jesus. Jesus
has painted a vision of living that is Upside-Down from the standards of the world-at-large.
Those who choose to follow it can expect a level of conflict and social dishonor on this narrow
path. The alternative is to reject King Jesus and the way of the Kingdom, and avoid this shame,
to try and “gain the whole world.” But, how one responds to Jesus is how Jesus will respond to
them when he brings the Kingdom in full and rid his good creation of evil. To enter the
Upside-Down Kingdom requires Upside-Down Discipleship.

V27 In the immediate context, Peter, John, and James get a taste of this glory of the Kingdom of
God in the Transfiguration event right after our passage. But, the rest of the disciples got a taste
of the Kingdom of God as well in their witnessing Jesus Resurrection from the dead and
ascension to the right hand of God. And really, we too get a taste of the Kingdom of God
through the present work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church, bringing about
transformation in our lives. And when we walk in the ways of Jesus through the power of the
Holy Spirit, we can give others a taste of the Kingdom of God.

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin of Chinese Service Sermon):
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